Religion in the Sudan
travelling in Egypt and the Hedjaz, settled in the Libyan
desert where he died in 1859.    By that time his influence
had become predominant amongst the sparse population
on the Libyan desert and in parts of the Sahara, and
Senusi settlements  (zawiya) sprang up in many of the
oases where the teaching of the order was propagated.
The keynote of Senusism was opposition to the innova-
tions introduced into the life  and manners of Moslem
countries  by  the  ever-increasing  contact  with  western
civilization, an opposition which took the form, less of
active hostility than of passive resistance and retirement
to inaccessible places where such contact could be avoided.
As in many other reforming movements in Islam, the
attempt was made to base life exclusively on the Koran
and the Sunna of the Prophet, and to eliminate all accre-
tions not expressly sanctioned by these two sources of
authority.
The great man of Senusism was Mohammed el Mahdi,
the eldest son of the founder, who continued his father's
policy and, in his anxiety to remove himself from outside
influences, left Jaghbub and retired to Kufra and then
to Geru.    There, however, he found himself confronted
by the expansion of French colonization and his followers
fought to their disadvantage several battles against the
French in 1901 and 1902.    After Mohammed el Mahdi's
death in 1902 the policy of the order has been less con-
sistent and less united, and the several members of the
leading family have at times pursued different aims.   The
leadership of the community devolved on Saiyid Ahmed
el Sherif, nephew of the founder, who established himself
in  Kufra in   1903,  and  accepted  overtures  of  Turkish
friendship, as a result of which he took part in the Italo-
Turkish war of 1912 and continued hostilities against Italy
after the conclusion of peace.    In the Great War3 Saiyid
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